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THREE EMPERORS

TO THE  EMPEROR  OF AUSTRIA

LINZ, November 8, 1805.

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL COUNT GYULAI has handed me the
letter from Your Imperial Majesty. Permit me to thank Your
Majesty for the kind expressions it conveys on my account.
I make bold to say to Your Majesty that the enemies of our
two nations could never have rekindled the torch of war
unless they had misrepresented my intentions. It was the
only course left to England in order to secure for another
term her absolute control over the seas and commerce of
the world. It is not for me to decide what Your Majesty
ought to do in your present situation; but I see with some
regret that you agree with the Emperor of Russia; for he
has not the same interest in our quarrels as we have, nor do
the safety and welfare of his subjects depend upon what is
happening at the moment. For Russia this war is mere
make-belief: for Your Majesty and myself it is one that
absorbs all our means, all our faculties, and all our feelings.
I can only repeat to Your Majesty what I said in great
detail to Count Gyulai: I deske j>eace, and I shall think it a
happy moment when Your Majesty attends only to the
interests of your crown and the good of your peoples, and
not to the wishes of a power so differently situated. I do not
intend any reflexion on the personal character of the
Emperor Alexander. I know too well the extent of the
toils into which he has fallen during the last three years
to be surprised if his most benevolent intentions pro-
duce effects of an exactly opposite kind. He wanted to
be the peace-maker and benefactor of Europe: his agents
have made him the author and origin of dissension on
the continent. I have often been brought into personal
contact with the Emperor, and retain affectionate memories
of his kindness and good qualities. He is still young; he
will gather experience, and achieve all the good he desires
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